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supporting hepatitis c elimination as a public health 

concern - a possibility for greater manchester 

	
Background 
 
The hepatitis C virus (HCV) is a potentially fatal infection that can cause serious liver disease including 
cirrhosis, end-stage liver failure, and liver cancer1. There are an estimated 214,000 individuals chronically 
infected with HCV in the UK2. Prevalence of hepatitis C varies around the UK and is concentrated in areas 
with high levels of current or past injecting drug use and high numbers of black and minority ethnic 
populations who have close links to countries with a high prevalence of hepatitis C3. 
 
The Greater Manchester and Eastern Cheshire Hepatitis C Operational Delivery Network (ODN) is managed 
from North Manchester General Hospital (part of The Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust) and Manchester 
Royal Infirmary (part of Centre Manchester University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust)4. It is part of a larger 
network that covers England and aims to manage the appropriate uptake and completion of HCV treatment. 
 
Overview 
 
In 2017, AbbVie is supporting the Greater Manchester Hepatitis C ODN with its ambitious plans to eliminate 
the disease as a public health concern in the region. An AbbVie grant is piloting a new ‘in-reach’ method of 
identifying people with hepatitis C who are either undiagnosed or unengaged with the healthcare system.  
 
Status 
 
Plans to eliminate hepatitis C is possible due, in part, to the approval of direct acting antiviral medicines to 
treat the disease5. These medicines have higher rates of virologoical cure6. As well as having access to 
treatments, developments in screening, diagnosis and prevention are needed7.  
 
In Greater Manchester, AbbVie’s grant is piloting a new primary care ‘in-reach’ model for diagnosing and 
treating individuals who have not been diagnosed via existing systems or who are not engaged with current 
specialist services. It is also assessing the cost effectiveness of this intervention. 
 
The grant is funding the ODN to provide a staff member from North Manchester General Hospital to work 
with a GP practice which has a high burden of people with the hepatitis C virus, or who are at high risk of 
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having the virus but are currently undiagnosed. Typically, this would be people who are currently, or have 
been in the past, injecting drug users. Using the GP practice’s data, people will be identified, tested, 
diagnosed, engaged with and treated for their disease.  
 
Anticipated outcomes 
 
If the 12 month pilot is shown to be successful and cost effective, it will be replicated in other primary care 
settings with a high burden of the disease. 
 
The pilot is one of a number of ways the Greater Manchester Operational Delivery Network is looking at 
how it can partner with all stakeholders, including the pharmaceutical industry, to develop an effective 
hepatitis C elimination strategy for the region. 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Aaron Gowson, Regional Health Policy Manager (North) 
T: 07818 428 189 E: aaron.gowson@abbvie.com 
 
References: 
 
1 NHS Choices, Hepatitis C (http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Hepatitis-C/pages/introduction.aspx#) accessed 
Feb 2017 
2,3,5,6,7 Public Health England, Hepatitis C in the UK 2016 report ‘Working towards its elimination as a major 
public health threat’, July 2016 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/565459/Hepatitis_C_in_
the_UK_2016_report.pdf) accessed Jan 2017 
4 NHS England, List of Hepatitis C Operational Delivery Networks in England, 1 August 2015, 
(https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2015/08/list-hep-c-odns-
010815.pdf) accessed Feb 2017 
 


